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PRINCE GEORGE - If you have
not been to see the new Library
at Sacred Heart School, you are
in for a wonderful surprise.

With its dark, dated carpet
and brown shelving, the north-
facing old library, which served
students and staff well for many
years, was in dire need of a
make-over. The space was un-
appealing and cold.

However, hidden beneath the
layers of history was a beauty
waiting to dazzle.

In 2009 the Parent Support
Group formed a committee to
organize the school’s inaugural
gala which took place in May
2010 at the Ramada Hotel. The
goal of this dedicated group of
people was to raise the funds
that were needed to achieve the
library’s transformation.

Once the money had been
raised, the committee began the
design process. Luckily for the
school, the creativity of the late
Paul Zanette (Versa Design
Group) was harnessed.

Mr. Zanette, a local architect,
graduated from UBC in 1985
and worked on the design of the
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Sam, a Grade | student at Sacred
Heart School, enjoys the fireplace in the
newly renovated Terry Wilson & Lillian
Fowlie Library.

UNBC campus. Sadly, Mr.
Zanette never saw the fruit of
his labors at Sacred Heart
School as he lost his battle with
cancer in June 2010.

His sister-in-law Jennifer took
on the task and completed the
project. They generously do-
nated their services to Sacred
Heart School.

WINTER 201 I

Fresh and fabulous library at Sacred Heart School

\ \ New shelving, flooring, furni-
‘\ ture, teacher station and a fire-

place (yes, a fireplace) were all

¥ installed during the summer

holidays. The lower branches of

1 two trees were removed to

allow more natural light into
the space.

All was ready in time for the
new school year in September
2010!

And the big test: what did the
students think of the transfor-
mation? “| love the diamonds in
the fireplace”, was one reaction
while others were very excited
by the new color scheme and
the decorated windows.

It was decided to name the
library after two people who
had a wonderful influence on
Sacred Heart School and who
recently went to their heavenly
reward: Terry Wilson, a former
principal, and Lillian Fowlie, who
taught in the school for over
thirty years.

We hope that the Terry Wil-
son & Lillian Fowlie Library will
continue to be a place of learn-
ing and literature for the stu-
dents at Sacred Heart School.

Sod turning in Fort St. John

Resurrection Parish in Fort St. John held a sod turning
ceremony for their new parish centre on October 24,
2010. On hand to bless the site was, at left, Father
Richard Beaudette, Vicar General of the Diocese of
Prince George, and Father Udoka Nwosu, Pastor of
Resurrection Parish. The
projected date to begin
pouring the foundations %
is April 201 I. %

¥ Chnstmas




Page 2

Northern

Catholic News
Published by the
Diocese of Prince

George

6500 Southridge Ave
Box 7000

Prince George, BC
V2N 372

Phone: 250-964-5644
Fax: 250-964-2101

Email:
majamin@netbistro.com

Editor:

Mary-Anne Lewis Jamin
Layout:

Stacy Gaal

Revenue

Financial Statement: Year Ended June 30, 2010

There is good news regarding
the 2009-2010 fiscal year: we
finished the year with a small
surplus ($23,608) in our dioce-
san operations!

This is due in part to the Di-
ocesan Annual Appeal which has
made a significant difference to
the state of our finances.

With the $400,000 that was
generously donated by parish-
ioners in this diocese, $175,000
was directed to ministries car-
ried out by diocesan personnel
and $35,000 was used for minis-
tries normally subsidized by the
diocese each year. Clearly with-
out an Appeal, this year instead
of a surplus there would be a
deficit.

The remaining $190,000 was
used to support other important
ministries around the diocese.
(See page 4 for disbursement
details)

There are many costs that
come directly out of our dioce-
san resources that may not be
significant in themselves but they
do add up and can cause higher
numbers in the expense column
of a financial report.

An example of one of these
costs is what is spent for travel.

Vocation ministry travel, dioce-
san centre staff traveling to as-
sist in parishes, the bishop’s ve-
hicle and travel, as well as vehi-
cles for priests not connected to
a particular parish ministry are

Investment income

Our investment income comes from various streams. We have two major land

leases - the College Heights Residential Park and the Chevron station on Domano

all provided from our budget.

There are travel costs when an
international priest agrees to
minister in our diocese. We pay
for his travel here and again
when he returns to his country
at the end of his commitment to
us. As well, the diocese pays for
him to visit his home country
every three years.

We also cover travel costs for
our seminarians.

Without the Appeal income we
would be much more limited in
what ministries are funded.

Another benefit of the Appeal
is our reduced dependence on
funding from Catholic Missions
in Canada.

Boulevard — that provided nearly $350,000 in income in the past year. We also
have income from gravel pits, one at the end of Domano Boulevard and one re-

B Investment

cently opened along Tyner Boulevard.
We continue to develop and market parcels from our land holdings. In the

Income
19.97% 2009/10 fiscal year we recorded a land sale and, after development costs and taxes
" H Donations  ©N 1and holdings were paid, the proceeds were used to increase our investment

portfolio. As a result we show a surplus of over $400,000 in the Capital segment of
the financial report.

A policy determined by the Diocesan Finance Council and the Council of Priests
directs proceeds from land sales to be added to our investment portfolio in order
to help provide for the present and future financial needs of the diocese.

We know that eventually all the land will be sold and we wish to manage that
resource well so that, even after it is sold, it will continue to fulfill its purpose
which is to provide for the financial needs of the diocese. We can only do that with
the assistance of the Appeal, which greatly assists the diocese in running balanced
budgets.

0.15%

M Donations -
Diocesan
Appeal
8.00%

B Cathedraticum
14.68%

M and Sales
57.10%

Administration costs

Over the past several years we have sought to lower expenses by lowering the
cost of occupying the Diocesan Centre. Offices have been consolidated, parts of
the building closed down (except for occasional use) and the smaller, more efficient
boilers from the decommissioned hostels now provide heating for all but the cold-
est periods of the year.

The result of these cost-saving initiatives includes $13,000 reduction in utility
costs, $5,000 reduction in maintenance and about $6,000 saving in personnel ex-
penses. There are other areas that we did not spend the total amount budgeted
and the result was savings of another $10,000 this past year.

This represents a substantial cost reduction and we continue to seek ways to
maintain or reduce the Diocesan Centre expenses.

Expenses

B Development

Costs
33.76%

M Direct Support

M Diocesan 6.40%
Services M Property Taxes @ Amortization
45.96% 11.13% 2.74%
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Financial Statement: Year Ended June 30, 2010

DIOCESAN OPERATIONS
Revenue
Carthedraticum
Aszessments from parishes
Donations

Diocese of Prince George

‘fear ended June 30, 20010

Statement of Ofenations

Catholic Missions in Canada. religious communities, chariable organizations, individuals and businesses

Donations - Diocesan Annual Appeal
Faith formation and youth

Investment Income

Lease of diocesan properties, investments, and the sale of resources

Total Revenue

Expenses
Direct Support

Subsidies to Renewal Centre and Doomano Sisters and donations

Diocesan Services

Ofices of the Bishop, Vicar General, Chancellor, Pastoral Centre, Appeal, Archives and Administration and

maintenance of diocesan properties

Taotal Expenses

Total Diecesan Operations

SALE OF CAPITAL ASSETS
Sales

Expenses
Property Taxes
Land Development Costs
Armortization

Total Land Investmenits

Total Diocesan Operations and Land Investments

&

ENGINEERING LIMITED

1210 Fourth Ave,

Prince George, B.C.
V2L 3J4
Ph: (250) 562-1977 Fax: (250) 562-1967

A locally owned consulting company that offers Planning, Land
Development, Onsite Septic, and Civil Engineering services.

010 2009
¥ 317531 F  34dlad
3330 20,236
175,000 165,000
4311910 515,045
927971 1054441
110566 101,755
731597 219.85%
204,163 1021614
23,608 3ze7
1,135,005 18,506
192,224 185,537
562 887 24080
47,327 45,561
B22.438 255,178
412567 (236.672)

¥ 436175 §  (203.B45)

e NN -\
TERRACE TERRACE

N'#] T0voTA R A CHRYSLER

= FLEETWOOD,
Driven to Explore
800 313 6558 8003137187

For All your Automotive and RV Needs

www.terraceautomall.com
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Financial Statement: Year Ended June 30, 2010
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/ Diocese of Prince George \
: Statenent of Financial Poscition ! Deiscesan unual rppeal
: As at June 30, 2010 | 2009
2000 1009 I
I Rewenue
Assets I .
. Dronations 5 478652
I Cash, Accounts Receivable and Cither 5 330,962 ¥ 176,003 I i
Less: Parish Rebates TB.A92
I Investments 5721088 5509 363 I
Land, Buildings and Bquipment 1542 8s8 1963388 Diocesan Goal 1 400,000
| toml Asses 5 EE34318 § BT4ETED |
I Disbursements
. I Home Missions
I Liabilities and Met Assets . o
| Riose Prince Pilgrimags 5 10,000
Accounts Payable § 1544205 ¥ 1.B34272
| [ Our Lady of Snows, Fort 5t James 7,000
Mat Assets
| Cipeni 6914538 7118383 | = = Mew fton 10.000
e ) ' ) St Patrick's, McBride 11,000
| Current (Dieficit) 436175 {203,845) I o ot Ny 000
I 7350713 6914538 ony's, Houston '
Total Liabilities and Met Assets § BE9IB ¥ BT4BTED I St. Peter's, Mack 3.000
\ Y 5t Theresa's Mission 12500
Diocesan Annual Appeal Fracican Brodhers 50
Youth
Becoming Church - 2009-2010 Camg Merice 25000
Camp Emile 5,000
As in our inaugural year, this past Appeal was quite successful. In light of the con- Diiocesan Pastoral Centre 70,000
tinued economic situation in our country we anticipated lower total revenues and Faith Formation
that was borne out in the results. Even so, we exceeded our goal of $400,000 and Returning To Spirit B,000
$78,692 was returned to the parishes as rebates. Fro-Life 10,000
Itis |mportar:|t to r;‘otj'that th: whoLe ﬁ400,000 .\lf)vas leoca;ed:s |nd:c.ated |crl1fthe First Mations Retreat 2,000
case presented to the diocese. Every dollar contributed to the Appeal is used for Dio 3l Cantre 105,000
the intended purpose. Administration costs, which this year totalled $38,774, are i
. Catholic Independent Schools &0,000
not taken out of Appeal income but are rather accounted as part of the cost of i
running the diocesan office. Vocations
The $70,000 allocated to Home Missions was used for subsidies to some Seminarians 0,000
smaller, rural parishes, the Rose Prince Pilgrimage and First Nations ministry in Formation - Priests 10,000
various communities. Administration 5,000
Previously a portion of these costs were supported by Catholic Missions in )
Towl Disbursemeanis 5 400,000

Canada grants and the rest came from regular diocesan revenue. We are slowly
reducing our dependence on external grants while easing the pressure on our
diocesan budget.

Diocesan Special (Collections

Northern Catholic
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Largest selection of indoor A ol n‘f.i I!J-':LE-S-E was collected in parishes for the needs stated mm. This year mast parishes
plants, trees and garden md many individwals donated ci'jecﬂ_}' (03] Develt_:prnent and Peace for designated relief eforts. _C!nce
fies in t gain, the generous people of this diccese provide much needed support for the upkeep of religious
Supp “35[ m town. o sites in the Holy Land, Dievelopment and Peace, Evangslization of Mations, the Pope's pastoral VWorks
“Specializing in e Bficeinne i
P! g ( D O LANTLAND & FLORIST » v Cathelic Missions in Canada. )

Weddings, Funervals and all hame Collectad Lse of Funds

Occasions” Canadian Church 8219 Meeds of the Church in Canada
Development & Peace 36,808 Projects in developing countries
(Share Lent Collection) and eduation in Canadian parishes

Hart Hwy and Northwood Pulp Road 250-562-6988 D'ME ’:’F’"‘?"; ifprq;ﬁ:m 0 zl: E ,i‘f:ﬂ@;'_“‘?dl renLTr'Eﬁoer:am

Hwy 16W and Kimball Road 250-964-6056 Haly Land 0218 Maintenance of sites of the Holy Father
Pope’s Pastoral Wvarks 7715 Charitable warks of the Holy Father
Cathalic Missions in Canada 10,464 Missicnary efforts in Canada
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Give recklessly, totally, for sake of all

Christmas is a time of gift-giving.
The origin of this gesture stems
from the very nature of Christ-
mas. The Gospel of John reminds
us, “For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son”.

At Christmas we celebrate the
extreme generosity of God. God
has given all God had to give.
God did not have five sons. God
had one son and gave that son to
the world in order that we might
have life.

In all of this we are invited to
reflect on the nature of “the” gift
and, as a result of this, to look at
our own gift and its giving.

One of the greatest obstacles to
the spiritual life is the temptation
to make ourselves our own god.
It is one thing to know my own
gifts and to nurture them. But it
is entirely something else to pre-
sume that | have all the gifts.

To develop our own gifts is part
of the gift. We have been given
natural talents in order to de-
velop them for the sake of oth-
ers. Each of us has been given
something that is meant to make
the world a better place for the
rest of humanity.

We cook and sing and teach
and write and clean and organize

and build; each of us has some-
thing that the rest of the world
needs.

We are here to give our gifts
to the world, to rejoice in God’s
gifts to me, but only for the sake
of others. We are each only one
more link in the chain that is
meant to bring all of humanity,
everything in creation, to whole-
ness.

What | am and have | must give
away recklessly, totally, for the
sake of the world. If | don’t
know my gifts, if | don’t develop
my gifts, | cannot possibly fulfill
the purpose of creation in me.

At the same time it is very
destructive to presume that
because | have one gift | have all
gifts and that no one else has
anything worthwhile to offer.

To think that my gift surpasses
all others, gives me rights others
do not have, gives me permis-
sion to live above and beyond
the rest of humanity, is awful
arrogance. Such a way of think-
ing destroys all of our relation-
ships, both human and divine.

Arrogance colors our aware-
ness that we are really depend-
ent on one another and leaves
us to die incomplete. That kind

of arrogance reduces the crea-
tion of others to dust and makes
it impossible for us even to see
our own needs.

Without the ability to recognize
others who are also gifted, we
lose the ability to recognize the
Creator who has made each one
of us one more beam of Godly
beauty which together reflects
the radiance that fills the world.

It is our need for one another
that teaches us our need for
God. It is our deep down incom-
pleteness that cries each day of
our lives to be completed by
those around us and by God.

The first letter of St. Paul to the
Corinthians reminds us, “The eye
cannot say to the hand, ‘| have no
need of you’, or again the head to
the feet, ‘I have no need of you’.
On the contrary, the members of
the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable”.

Christmas reminds us of “the”
gift of God in our lives. May it
also remind us of the necessity of
developing our gifts, of sharing
our gifts and of depending on the
gifts of others.

May this time of giving and re-
ceiving be truly a time of God’s

Page

Bishop’s
Letter

Most Rev. Gerald
Wiesner, OMI
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Bishops’ Schedule |
December February 18-20 Domano Renewal Centre
-3 Office -4 Office — Lay Formation |
I Staff retreat 2+3 Domano Renewal Centre 21-25 Office |
I Domano Renewal Centre — Men’s Retreat evening 29-31 Returning to Spirit Reconciliation
- Advent Evening 5 Domano Renewal Centre April I
2 Sacred Heart CWL — Married Couples Retreat Day A _ |
4 Winnipeg — RTS Board Meeting 7-10 Office ‘I‘_Z ggfli\ga COLF workshop
6-10  Office 9 + 10 Domano Renewal Centre 9 Fraser Lake |
13-17 Office — Women'’s Retreat evening _ Diocesan CWL Convention |
20-23 Office I1-12  Terrace 11-15 Office I
Christmas Break - 14-18 Of_f' VVest Region Liturgy Workshop 16 Diocesan Pastoral Council meeting
December 24, 2010 — January 2, 201 | i ice | n 21-24 Easter Triduum I
20 St. George’s Ukrainian Church 29 Surrey I
January . B Divine Liturgy — Knights of Columbus Convention
3-7. St Benedict, Oregon 21-25 Prince George - Western 30-May | Diocesan Youth Conference |
— Mount Angel Retreat Conference of Catholic Bishops 4
9 Columbus Community Centre 28 Office |
- Bishop’s Levee March I
10-14 Office )
) I-4  Office
17-21 Office . |
. . 5 Domano Renewal Centre — First
18 Council of Priests . )
) ) Nations Married Couples Retreat |
21 Finance Council )
) 7-10  Office
24-27 Office (1213 Suithors — Lav Forma |
28-29 Fraser Lake — Mid-West Region ) mithers — Lay Formation
: 14-18 Office /
~ Liturgy Workshop P



Page 6 V4

Day
Friday
“Confirmation is Sunday
so closely linked :”"d?’
with the holy anircay
, Sunday
fycﬁa@st that Sunday
the faithful, after Monday
being signed by Tuesday
holy baptism and Wednesday
_ . Friday
cgnjtrnmtton,_ Saturday
are incorporated Sunday
fully into the Sunday
body of Christ by :”,:s‘jay
Y nins , , riday
pair tz,cyaa,_tz,m? m Saturday
the Fucharist’. Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

SUNSHINE

Serving Frivce Goorge since 1969
Business Cards e Letterhead ¢ Envelopes ¢ Full Colour Printing « Brochures

Graphic Design * Logo Design ¢ Carbonless Forms ¢ Cheques ¢ Posters
Large Format Printing ¢ Colour Copies ¢ Labels ¢ and much more...

497 Third Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3C1

250 564 5600

Fax: 250 563 1165

Northern Catholic

Date

May 6

May 8

May 8

May 14
May 15
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 18
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 22
May 24
May 27
May 28
May 28
May 29
May 29
June 6

June 7

The Diocese of
Prince George
welcomed the re-
turn of Sr. Elizabeth
Poilievre, FCJ, at
right, when she
moved to Smithers
this past summer.
She is pictured
here with Sr. Mary
Shea, FCJ. PHOTO
BY: Susan Campbell

4 p.m.
TBA
TBA

’————————————————————————\

2011 Confirmation/First Fucharist Schedule

\

Place

Immaculate Conception, PG
St. Mary’s, PG

Sacred Heart Cathedral
Burns Lake

Smithers

Houston

Fraser Lake
Vanderhoof

Fort St. James

New Hazelton

Prince Rupert

Terrace

Kitimat

Christ Our Savior, PG
Mackenzie

Chetwynd

Fort St. John

Dawson Creek
Tumbler Ridge

Tache

Takla /

—eem mm Em o o o Em e o EE Em e o EE Em e o Em Em Em e o Em ==

Oblate Fathers John Mulligan and Andy
Takach moved to Prince George from
Vanderhoof this past summer. They are
pictured here enjoying with visit at the
Dominican Sisters in October. Cur-
rently Father Andy is living in St. Mary’s
Parish and providing replacement minis-
try in the diocese. Father Mulligan
moved in November to live in the Ob-
late residence in St. Albert, Alberta.
PHOTO BY: Sister Beverly Bobola, OP
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By: Susan Campbell
PRINCE GEORGE - “What a
positive message
about teens
today! We
talked about the
conference all
the way home.”
That was one
reaction from a
participant in the
Diocesan As-
sembly | hap-
pened to meet
in a store after
the conference.
Dr. Reginald Bibby was the key-
note speaker at the Diocesan
Assembly held here in Septem-
ber. He had many positive and
challenging things to say to over
150 of us gathered from across
the diocese; educators, pastors,

Dr. Reginald Bibby

of Canadians who profess no
religion (34 percent), almost
twice the national average.

These are challenging times
for the churches, there is no
doubt. Yet there are signs of
hope and renewal.

Catholics make up the larg-
est single religious denomi-
nation in Canada. Although
the number of Catholics
who actively participate in
parish life has declined, Dr.
Bibby pointed out that those
who do not participate still
consider themselves to be Catho-
lic, and they are not inclined to
switch to another denomination.

Further, many inactive Catholics
would be open to greater partici-
pation in the Church if it met
some of their basic needs. Exam-
ples included activities for chil-

N

marked improvement from previ-
ous generations on teen relation-
ships with parents and enjoyment
of school. Parents are working
hard to communicate well with
their teens and it shows.

As in previous generations
teens find great enjoyment in
friends and music. In contrast to
other generations, however, they
are more pluralistic — they have
more choices to make about
everything.

In the face of all those choices,
young people require support in
making good decisions in life.
Family, school and parish all have
a role to play in supporting young
people.

Dr. Bibby’s work has been of
great service to us as Church and
as Canadians. In 2006 he was
appointed an Officer in the Or-

- e e - e e e - -

“We are the

face of

Christ that

religious, pastoral leaders, youth dren, families and the elderly. der of Canada for his work. He people
ministers and parishioners. When asked if it was unrealistic provides an expertise and insight
Dr. Reginald Bibby has been to expect the church simply to that corrects assumptions, chal- encounter
monitoring religious trends in fulfill needs without calling mem- lenges the status quo and gives
Canada for over 30 years. bers to greater discipleship, Bibby  signs of hope and renewal. each gfay ”
He started his presentations by told the story of the family who He is sympathetic to our situa-
exploring the religious landscape started attending a church be- tion as Church, yet he also chal-
in Canada and dismantling some cause it actively promoted itself lenges us to look again and per-
common stereotypes. Alberta, as being “kid friendly.” haps see a little differently. As we |
for example, is not the bible belt Soon the parents were getting reflected on our theme, “The
of Canada. Both Saskatchewan involved in some of the other Face of Christ in the 21* Cen- I
and the Atlantic Provinces have activities and later hosted a bible tury,” it was inspiring to see the |
higher rates of religious practice. study in their home. “You start many ways Christ is made pre- |
If we had taken a poll of the with their needs. You don’t stop sent in our time and place.
participants at our Diocesan As- there.” It was also a challenge for each |
sembly, we might have seen that He was very positive on what of us to remember that we are I
confirmed in the number of peo- young people today say about the face of Christ that people
ple who came from those regions  their values, hopes and aspira- encounter each day. |
to this diocese. tions. |
BC has the highest percentage Current survey results show a ]
\ /
~ -

Knights of Columbus

INSURANCE

L TOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE
0/
3%
LIFETIME
minimum

guaranteed
interest rate

Put Certainty Back Into Your Life

WHAT MAKES THE Knights of Columbus Insurance Unique?'
WE ARE A NON-PROFIT, CATHOLIC, LIFE INSURANCE ORGANIZATION!!!
For more information call 1- 877-532-5632 or visit www.kofcinsurancebc.ca

*Purchase your TFSA or RRSP * Our Annuity accounts allow qualified members and their wives, up to age 85, to contribute monies as little as $300 with the Knights
of Columbus. Our flexible retirement annuities carry a lifetime minimum guaranteed interest rate of 3%, we are currently paying 3.25% for deposits of 510,000 or
more and 3% for deposits under $10,000. Rates are available on monies received by 12/31/2010, rates guaranteed until 9/30/2011. Please note, early withdrawals

are subject to a reducing surrender charge.
Receive membership details at WWW . KOFC.0ORG and choose | WANT TO JOIN. Need your agent choose FIND AN AGENT.
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Diocese prepares for revised liturgy

Page 8 7/

By: Mary-Anne
Lewis Jamin
DAWSON
CREEK — Stage
three of the
four-stage proc-
ess to prepare
for the upcom-
ing implementa-
tion of the re-
vised Roman
missal is well
under way in
the Diocese of
Prince George.

This stage brings together
liturgical ministers in regional
workshops to explore some
basic foundations in liturgy,
review the principles for the
changes and to study the
revised prayers.

The workshop in October
for the Central Region was
held at Christ Our Savior

PHOTO: Bishop Gerald Wies-
ner, OMI, at right, and Susan
Campbell, Director of the
Pastoral Centre and Chair of
the Diocesan Liturgy Commit-
tee, are pictured in Dawson
Creek presenting a workshop
on the revised Roman missal.
This is one of four regional
workshops being held to pre-
pare liturgical ministers for
the upcoming changes.

Parish and saw over 60 peo-
ple from seven parishes in
attendance.

In the North Region, the
workshop was held at Notre
Dame Parish in November
with approximately 50 peo-
ple from Dawson Creek,
Chetwynd, Tumbler Ridge,
Fort St. John and Fort Nel-
son participating.

Workshops for the Mid-
West and West Regions will
be held in January and Febru-
ary respectively. These
workshops follow the first
two stages of preparation
which saw first the priests
and then pastoral life direc-
tors and pastoral associates
work through the changes.

Currently the new transla-
tion, which was sent by
Rome to, and was approved
by, the English speaking Con-

Diocesan

Youth

You are not going to
want to miss this
year’s annual
conference! We have a
lot of surprises up our
sleeves that we
cannot wait to share.

See you there ©

ferences of Bishops, is being
reworked in Rome. The re-
vised missal will see changes
in some of our prayers and

responses as well as adjust-

ments in how we celebrate

liturgy.

It may be early 2012 before
the revised liturgy is imple-
mented.

When the regional work-
shops are finished, parishes
will be encouraged to hold a
number of parish-based
workshops to ensure every-
one is familiar with and ready
to celebrate the revised lit-
urgy when the time comes.

In the meantime plans are
in place to gather parish mu-
sic ministers together to
learn new music that has
been written to incorporate
the changed prayers and
responses.
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Mm Centre City Realty

Each Cilfice: Eradeperaleatly Ohwiad and Operated

Managing Broker

Conference

2011

APEX

M I NI STRIES

Northern Catholic

Mark your
calendars!!

Sue Lynch HJH

1679 - 15th Avenue

Prince George. BC, V2L 3X2
Office: (250) 562-3600

Fax: (250) 562-8231

Toll Free: 1(800)667-7330
E-Mail:suelynch@telus net
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Member CIPF

Effective wealth solutions
for changing markets.

alogheros

dent & Investment Advisor
0-960-4692
elecalogheros.com

Take positive action with
your investment portfolio.

RBC
Dominion
¥ Securities

Professional Wealth Management Since 1901
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When taking tea is a political act
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By: Jo-Anne Allison
A little over a year ago | visited
Palestine in the occupied West
Bank of Israel.

| went there
because | wanted
to learn about the
Palestinian people
and | wanted to
hear their stories.
As readers of this
column know, |
am keen on peo-
ples’ stories!

One of the trip’s
most memorable
events occurred

education for Palestinians and

Jews alike. He laments that now
it is a city the world has forgot-
ten.

He tells us about
his neighborhood,
Tel Rumeida. It is
an ancient place
set up on a hill, not
too far from the
old market area. It
used to be a desir-
able multicultural
place to live with
beautiful gardens
adorning large
family compounds.

of the street; Jews on the other.
We are not sure where we fit so
we follow Abu Samir, identifying
with him rather than the insult

and rock throwing Israeli Settlers.

As | scurry to catch up to Abu

Samir | am amazed at his courage.

This elderly Palestinian man leads
the way knowing that any rocks
thrown by the Settlers will hit
him first, also knowing that re-
percussions to this “action” will
fall on his and his family’s shoul-
ders.

We arrive safely and have tea
with Abu Samir, his wife and fam-

ily.

when we visited Now however, When it comes time to leave, From the
the Israeli military no other Palestini-  we hurry down the hill and flee Rivist’
occupied city of ans live there, only  through the first and then the Archivist's
Hebron. Here we | Abu Samir and his second check point. | am Notebook

learned that Pal-
estinians cannot
move freely into,
or indeed, even
within the city.

All non-Jews must pass through
military checkpoints, which are
scattered about the city and
some parts of the city are com-
pletely forbidden to Palestinians.

Hebron’s old marketplace, once
a vibrant center of Palestinian life
and culture, is deserted and si-
lent. Over 500 shops have been
welded shut by the Israeli military
since the occupation began at the
end of the 6-Day War in 1967.
Everyday more and more of Pal-
estinian Hebron dies.

It was here in the almost empty
streets that we met Abu Samir, a
Palestinian elder.

Abu Samir explained that it was
not always like this. He told us of
a Hebron that was a center of
culture, religion, commerce and

Abu Samir in Hebron’s old mar-

family. There are
lots of reasons for

ket. PHOTO BY: Jo-Anne Allison  this, but the most

striking to me is the
fact that to go anywhere Abu
Samir and his family must go
through two military check
points.

When Abu Samir asks us to his
home for tea he acknowledges
that our presence in his house
will constitute a “political action”.
He is not allowed to

ashamed to admit | never looked
back.

I have never known such fear.

The occupation continues.

Internationals are no longer
allowed through the checkpoints
to Tel Rumeida.

There is no news of Abu Samir
or his family.

Who will tell the story of how
Hebron used to be?

By: Jo-Anne Allison

have visitors — no visi-
tors at all — because of
his home’s proximity
to an Israeli settlement.

We are amazed, no
visitors at all? Would
we get through the
military checkpoints?
Did we even want to
try?

It was a daunting
walk. Palestinians may
only walk on one side

Prince George Councils
5246, 8046, 8318, 8927

Knights of Columbus

Serving Church and Community

in Prince George

Come and Join us — New Members Welcome

(hristmas 2010

This Christmas, give a gift from the heart
that will warm the hearts of families
in the developing world.

Order a gift for someone special from
the Chalice Gift Catalogue.
We will send that person a card telling
them of the gift that's on its way to a
needy family in the developing world.

Gifts

from the

Heart

To place your order, call

1-800-776-6855

or go online at

NCGC12-10

www.chalice.ca Ch all co

Charitable Tax #: 13759 1012 RR0001 A Catholic Sponsorship Programme
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Pictured at the Annual
General Meeting of De-
velopment and Peace are,
from left, Marj

Coupe, Dorothy Mynan,
Sergio Petrucci, Joe Had-
dock, Gerhild Neuge-
bauer, Sr. Eileen

Paulter, Linda Olaksew,
Jana Leslie and Ed Rouble

7
! Access to clean water a concern of Holy See

~

By: Sergio Petrucci

PRINCE GEORGE — Rather than
people signing a card to send to
the Prime Minister, this year in
its Fall Campaign, Development
and Peace is inviting people to
sign a personal commitment to
drink tap water and not bottled
water.

This was one of the many things
discussed at the Annual General
Meeting of the Diocesan Devel-
opment and Peace, hosted again
this year by Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral.

Members came from through-
out the diocese, from Fort St.
John to Smithers and many

places in between, bringing their
enthusiasm and concern for jus-
tice.

Even as some feel burdened and
often alone in their parish work
they persevere and bring the
injustices that occur in the
Global South face to face with
their parishioners.

John Gabor, animator for the
B.C./Yukon Region, took us
through several hours of valuable

information regarding our Fall
Campaign.

The gathering discussed what a
personal commitment to drink
tap water rather than bottled
water had to do with injustices
being perpetuated in the Global
South. Why this particular ac-
tion?

Many countries in the Global
South rely on bottled drinking
water. Their governments, which
are strapped for funds, do not
construct reliable water delivery
systems but rather depend on
bottled water which many of
their people cannot afford. With
bottled water being sold every-

where, water comes to be
viewed by society as a commod-
ity, not a right.

The text written by the Holy
See regarding Kyoto is very
clear: “Access to clean and suffi-
cient water supply is a human
right. Water is a common good
of humankind.”

The statement goes on to say,
“The knowledge of environ-
mental degradation and exclusion

L e e e e L B e

from access to water, along with
the dangers inherent in its com-
mercialization in favor of the
privileged, should elicit a feeling
of indignation from the followers
of Jesus.”

Another concern on the mind
of participants which was dis-
cussed at the meeting is the de-
sire to recruit new active mem-
bers and become a more visible
ministry in the diocese. The chal-
lenge is to draw parishioners to a
social justice way of life and in-
vite them to participate in parish
and diocesan work.

Procedures for fundraising for
emergencies were also discussed.
As there appears to be several
calls for urgent action each year
a standard procedure needs to
be developed. This procedure
could then be followed every
time Development and Peace
sends notification.

At the business meeting elec-
tions results found Linda Olak-
sew as secretary, Joan Craig as
treasurer, Joe Haddock as vice—
chair and Sergio Petrucci as
chair.

At the end of the meeting five
members received plaques of
recognition for their commit-
ment, dedication and hard work:
Joe Haddock, Sister Eileen
Paulter, SSND, Linda Olaksew,
Gerhild Neugebauer and Barb
Kirby.

The Diocese of Prince George
Development and Peace hosted a
Youth and Young Adult Forum
on Social Justice in the diocese
on October 30™.
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Pope John Paul II:

By: Sergio Petrucci

CALGARY — The highlight of the annual
meeting of Social Justice Coordinators
from the dioceses in Western Canada,
held November 6-8, was a presentation
that looked at the Alberta Tar Sands
from a holistic point of view.

While the destruction of the environ-
ment this project will cause is well docu-
mented, Dr. Andrew Nikiporuk spoke
about the other effects.

He pointed first to the breakdown of
family life. With over 340,000 people
from Eastern Canada leaving their fami-
lies to work in Fort McMurray, the stress
on family life has been great. Many fami-
lies have not survived the separation.

Dr. Nikiporuk also questioned the eco-
nomic value of the Tar Sands.

He noted that Alberta has put by $14
billion as a “rainy day” fund, but Norway
put by $400 billion to prepare for the day
when the oil boom would be over. Al-

berta has no replacement plans following
the depletion of oil resources, he said.

While originally meant to make up any
shortfall in sources of cheap oil, the Tar
Sands will now replace the depleted oil.
Production is expanding at a rapid rate
without consideration for the environ-
ment and people.

Dr. Nikiporuk’s presentation fit well
with the theme of the gathering which
focused on creation, and as a conse-
quence, the environment.

The first presentation looked at theol-
ogy and the environment. It was noted
that when God created the earth he
“saw that it was good”. The earth can
provide for everyone’s need but not eve-
ryone’s greed.

Pope John Paul wrote that “the ecologi-
cal crisis is a moral issue” and Pope
Benedict says that “experience shows
that disregard for the environment al-
ways harms human coexistence and vice
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“Ecological crisis is a moral issue”

versa”.

Just as humans are part of God’s crea-
tion so too is the earth and to treat it
with disrespect is a human sin.

Following the presentations participants
discussed a number of issues of concern
in their respective dioceses. The goal is
for them to share with people in their
dioceses a heightened awareness of the
environmental damage to our earth and
its consequences on future generations.

Another pressing issue that was dis-
cussed was poverty in Canada. The Ca-
nadian Bishops recently sent an open
letter to the Prime Minister calling for
the federal government to develop a
national anti-poverty strategy. More than
three million Canadians, most of them
children, are living in poverty.

The bishops invite all Canadians to call
on the federal government to emulate
the efforts of many provincial govern-
ments and develop an anti-poverty

CWL members enjoy

evening together

By: Johanna Habjan

SMITHERS - St. Joseph’s Catholic Women'’s League hosted a
Spring Tea and Dessert evening following Mass on May | 1™,
Women from other denominations in our community were in-
vited to join our members for the event.

Guest speakers Jeannette Malkow and Barrie Blix gave a talk on
a new community project, Health Information Kiosk.

Also during the evening CWL pins were presented to four new
members and two long-time members. Tina Bruintjes joined the
CWL 50 years ago and Gemma Gillis has been a member for 40
years. New members Cecilia Bathglia, Mary Boyes, Monica Sar-
gent and Myrna Arnett were welcomed.

Storytelling and laughter were an enjoyable part of the eve-
ning’s activities and two lucky women took home spring potted

At left, long-time members Tina Bruintjes (50 years) and Gemma Gillis
(40 years) received honours while new members Cecilia Bathglia, Mary
Boyes and Johanna Habjan, pictured at right, along with Monica Sargent
and Myrna Arnett (missing from photo) were welcomed.

strategy.

When You Lose
a Loved One,

Seek The
Best Value

In a time when many families are suffering from financial hardship, losing a loved

one can be even more devastating. It is during these uncertain times that you should
seek the best value on funeral services. You want straight answers, not surprises.

Your Dignity Memorial® provider promises to show you the cost for everything
you will receive — a practice not matched by some funeral homes. With the Dignity
Memorial network, you will appreciate our integrity and the real value of the
services you receive.

When you see and experience all that’s offered by your Dignity Memorial
provider, you will discover they provide an incomparable value — making for an
easy choice at a very difficult time.

The Dignity Memorial network: North America’s leading funeral homes
and cemeteries, united to bring you the services you need when it matters most.

Dignity?)

AORIAL

ASSMAN’S FUNERAL CHAPEL
1908 Queensway Street | Prince George, BC | 250-564-4431

FIRST MEMORIAL FUNERAL SERVICES LAKEWOOD CHAPEL
1055 Ospika Boulevard | Prince George, BC | 250-562-5915
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By: Mary-Anne Lewis Jamin
PRINCE GEORGE - Dr.
Christopher Opio, co-
founder of the Northern
Uganda Development Foun-
dation (NUDF) and a profes-
sor at the University of
Northern BC, has been
nominated and now short-
listed for CBC’s Canada’s
Champions of Change.

Dr. Opio was among 2,000
people initially nominated for
the Canada-wide contest and
was among the 50 people
shortlisted in September-.

On November 15" he re-
ceived word that he was
among the top 10 finalists
selected by an independent
panel of community and vol-
unteer leaders. The finalists
were announced that evening
on CBC TV News.

These five national and five
international finalists each
receive $10,000 for their
charities. Their names were
put forward to the Canadian
public for voting and the
national and international
finalist who receives the
most votes will be named
Canada’s Champions of
Change. Each will be
awarded an additional
$15,000 for their organiza-
tions.

All top 10 finalists will be
honoured at a gala night in
Toronto on January |6,
2011.

Dr. Opio, a member of
Immaculate Conception Par-
ish in Prince George, co-
founded NUDF in 2007 with

\ former Frontier Apostle and
\cirent UNBC employee,
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RHN Schmitz de Grace

Chartered Accountants

NUDF

Catholic

Tony Dono-
van. The or-
ganization is
based in
Prince
George and
Kamdini Par-
ish in Uganda ™%
and is com- |
prised of a
board of di-
rectors and
more than
100 general
members.

The purpose
of NUDF is
to improve the standard of
living of the people in North-
ern Uganda by promoting
locally sustainable, clean and
safe drinking water, improv-
ing farming practices to en-
hance food security and sup-
porting income-generating
projects.

These projects are set up in
the part of the world where
Dr. Opio was born and
raised. One of |0 siblings
raised on a farm, Dr. Opio
said his family had to walk
several miles to get water
which was contaminated by a
parasite carried by snails that
lived in the water.

His brother, like 1.4 million
people in the developing
world, died from water a
borne illness. Medicine is
available to prevent these
deaths but most people can-
not afford it.

The deaths are completely
preventable by access to
clean drinking water.

NUDF works with local
people to drill wells deep

Tel: (250) 564-2515 or 1-800-976-7780

Email: office@rhngroup.ca

s Local hero shortlisted for national award

enough to avoid parasites.
The water is tested right
after drilling to ensure it is
clean and will not create
other health problems for
the people.

An infrastructure is put in
place using local people and
resources so that the well is
maintained.

To date NUDF has drilled
29 wells which provide clean
drinking water for approxi-
mately 49,000 people. A
survey carried out in the
region indicates that illnesses
have decreased by 85 per-
cent since the wells came
into operation.

For more information
about NUDF or Dr Opio,
visit www.nudf.org or con-
tact Tony Donavan, NUDF
vice-chair and cofounder at
250-960-5176, or 250-962-
8254. To vote for Dr. Opio
as a Champion Change go to
www.cbc.ca/change; voting
ends on January 10, 2011 and
each person can vote 10
times.

1116 - 6th Avenue
Prince George, BC

CA

Fax: (250) 562-8722

V2L 3Mé

www.rhngroup.ca
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Experiencing the Peru of the Oblates

By: Dorothy Reimer

PRINCE GEORGE - This past July, |13 Western Canadians,
including four parishioners from St. Mary’s Parish in Prince
George, along with Father Mario Azrak of Kenya, participated in
a tour of six Oblate Missions in Peru.

In retrospect, my thoughts: dirt, sweat, litter, struggle, faith,
love, hope, majestic, marvelous, mountainous, beautiful, intelli-
gent, pragmatic ... Peru.

Nine million of the 27 million people in Peru live in Lima. Traf-
fic is congested and there is continual honking of mostly taxis
and buses. People in Peru are industrious and Lima is no excep-
tion.

We visited two Oblate missions located in the poorer areas:
the Oscar Romero Retreat Centre in Carabayllo and the Comas
parish of Senorita de la Paz with its adjacent Jesus Obrero tech-
nical school facility and the center for the Oblates in Peru.

We also visited the Casa Formacion in a middle class neighbor-
hood where we met some of the Oblate seminarians.

We would consider the quality of life in Comas and Carabayllo
as poor. The sun rarely penetrates the dirty, thick air. Dogs and
people go through the garbage on the medians along the main
thoroughfare at night. However, most dwellings have electricity,
water and sewer. People eventually sweep up and haul the gar-
bage away.

Father Joe Devlin said that 46 years ago none of it was there.
Perhaps in 40 years it will have beautiful gardens and the people
there will have meaningful work.

Our first foray out of Lima, guided by Father Moe Schroeder,
was a bus trip over the Andes to Aucayacu in the selva (tropical
river valley) and Orcotuna in the sierra (high elevation mountain
valley).

We visited two chapels supported by San Savior Parish at Au-
cayacu. In the 1990s this region was terrorized by the Shining
Path and there is still a trade in cocaine here.

Peruvian Oblate seminarians, Brothers Lalo Aguirre and Jose
Zumaeta are involved with the people raising buffalo and operat-
ing a local radio station. We shared in a wonderful meal in the
shade of a huge sprawling tree in the buffalo pasture - the buffalo
were enclosed in a paddock for this occasion!

That evening we attended Mass; a full church with a youth
choir, six altar servers and
a grass-skirt-clad youth
offertory procession which
was a very moving sur-
prise.

As we traveled south we
came to the pastoral Span-
ish colonial sierra village of
Orcotuna. It is in an area
considered the granary of
Lima. The parish seemed
to be cash shy and yet the
Peruvian Oblates, the
council and youth of San
Francisco de Asis Parish
fed and entertained us
royally with authentic An-
dean food, music and
dance.

Traditionally dressed youth present gifts
during the offertory at a mass cele-
brated at San Savior Parish in Aucayacu,
Peru.

PHOTO BY: Dorothy Reimer
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They informed us that a Cana-
dian phosphate mining company
(Stonegate Agricom) through a
Peruvian medical company
(Mantoro Peru Sac) is purchas-
ing mineral rights from village
land holders for as little as eight §
sheets of corrugated metal and
five Eucalyptus poles.

This raises concerns that strip-
ping the land will destroy the
much used and needed aquifers.

The Oblates have a garden '
where new to the area varieties
are being grown. They also op-
erate a radio station, unlicensed ™
due to repression of informa-
tion in Peru.

Ste. Clothilde on the Napo River in northern Peru was the fifth
mission on our tour. To reach it we flew to Iquitos, banana-boated
down the Amazon, taxied overland to Hazan on the Napo River,
boarded a charter boat and traveled six hours upriver.

We stopped briefly along the way at a health center/chapel, Tacsha
Curarray, where we were fed and entertained by local school chil-
dren and their catechists. Our visit was cut short as our boat became
an ambulance to transport a very ill child with his mother to hospital.
Father Schroeder baptized the child en route and he later died at Ste.
Clothilde.

In Ste. Clothilde there are grade schools, a residential high school, a
wonderful spring-fed, large, cement swimming pool, guttered cement
main streets, a hospital and a sewage system.

The simple parish is served by Peruvian Oblates Fathers Edgar
Nolazco and Roberto Carrasco who also provide pastoral care along
the Napo River almost to Ecuador. There singers, musicians and ac-
tors performed an ecological skit with a positive end bringing oil
company workers, loggers and the people to unity.

Fathers Moe Schroeder, OMI and Jack MacCarthy, a Norbertine
priest, are medical doctors who have run Ste. Clothilde’s Hospital
Center for many years. In their 70s and 60s respectively, they are
actively searching for administrators to take over.

They expressed concern about mines killing fish in the upper Napo,
oil and logging companies removing timber and the life of the people
dying.

We traveled by bus to Chincha, devastated in 2007 by an earth-
quake. Here Brother Blaize McQuarrie and the people are building
simple homes
at a reduced
cost. Working
with him and
his team is
David
Hewson, a
Canadian uni-
versity stu-
dent. We vis-
ited the
quarry and a
recently built

Ste. Clothilde Church
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(Continued on page [5)



Page |4

Domano

Renewal

Centre

Phone :(250) 964-4475
Fax: (250) 964-4741

Email : reception@
domanorenewalcentre.org

www.domanorenewalcentre.org

Please phone for all

registrations or to arrange for
Spiritual Direction, Counselling
and/or

Private /Directed Retreats

Northern
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/ Domano Renewal Centre Schedule
January - June, 201 |
*Schedule is tentative and subject to change. Please call to confirm.
January
3 Christian Meditation Donna Dolan, RSCJ
3-7 Returning to Spirit Non-Aboriginal RTS Team
10, 24 RTS Seminar RTS Team
11&18 2 Evenings on Grief Sr. Donna Dolan, RSCJ
18, 25 Book Discussion: Wisdom Stories Claire Petrucci
21-23 Lay Formation Susan Campbell, MTh
29 Drawing Class Jean Brandel
February
1,8, 15, 22 Book Discussion: Wisdom Stories Claire Petrucci
1 Advisory Council Meeting Advisory Council
2,3 Retreat for Men Bishop Gerry Wiesner, OMI
5 Retreat for Married Couples Bishop Gerry Wiesner, OMI
7,21, 28 RTS Seminar Series RTS Team
7 Christian Meditation Donna Dolan, RSCJ
8 Critique Workshop Gisele Bauche
9 Painting Flowers in Watercolour Gisele Bauche
9,10 Retreat for Women Bishop Gerry Wiesner, OMI
14-18 Returning to Spirit — Aboriginal RTS Team
18-20 Lay Formation Susan Campbell, MTh
21-25 Western Bishop’s Conference
March
3,10,17, 24,31 Contemplative Living - Series Ven. Peter Zimmer
4-6 Engaged Encounter Weekend Martha Primus
5 Retreat for Married Couples — First Nations Bishop Gerry Wiesner, OMI
7 Christian Meditation Donna Dolan, RSCJ
14 RTS Seminar Series RTS Team
18-20 Lay Formation Susan Campbell, MTh
19-20 Quantum Touch Basic — Video Jean Marie Lehtinen, OP
24-31 Returning to Spirit — Reconciliation RTS Team
April
4 Christian Meditation Donna Dolan, RSCJ
4,18 RTS Seminar Series RTS Team
8-10 First Nations Retreat Archbishop Sylvian Lavioe, OMI
12-14 A Three Day Artist Retreat Gisele Bauche
15-17 Lay Formation Susan Campbell, MTh
28 Retreat for Seniors Fr. Doug Jeffery, OMI
May
2 RTS Seminar Series RTS Team
6 Council of Religious Meeting Council of Religious
7 Topic to be announced Ron Rolheiser, OMI
9 Christian Meditation Donna Dolan, RSCJ
10 Advisory Council Meeting Advisory Council
13-15 Lay Formation Susan Campbell, MTh
16 RTS Seminar Series RTS Team
28 Walking Retreat Fr. Richard Beaudette, OMI
28-29 Quantum Touch Basic — Live Jean Marie Lehtinen, OP
June
6 RTS Seminar Series RTS Team
10-12 Lay Formation Susan Campbell, MTh
13 Christian Meditation Donna Dolan, RSCJ
\ 25-26 Quantum Touch Basic — Video Jean Marie Lehtinen, OP
N\
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Parish shares Christmas with children in Peru

By: Linda Pettipas

TERRACE - It is the month of
June and a little Peruvian child
rushes up to Father David John-
son and throws his arms around
him.

Father David says, “Por
qué? Why?” The little child
beams and says, “Because
you gave us the Christmas
gifts and the hot chocolate!”

Father David smiles
broadly. Christmas was cele-
brated six months ago yet
the happy memories linger
on.

This December will mark
the fifth year that Sacred
Heart Parish in Terrace will
raise funds for the “Peru
Kids” of Father David’s par-
ish of Santiago Apostol, in
Pamparomas, Peru and its
outlying mission territory.

Father David, originally
from Salmon Arm, BC, has
strong ties to Terrace and its
local Catholic church. Over
25 years ago he met our pas-
tor Father Terry Brock when
they both attended Christ the
King Seminary in Mission, BC
and they remain close friends.

Father David has also spent
some of his vacation time in
Terrace, celebrated Mass at
Sacred Heart and met many
parishioners.

In 2006 Father David was pre-
paring to sell his vehicle to pur-
chase basic items for parishion-

ers such as blankets and shoes.
When Sacred Heart Parish
heard of this dilemma a small
fund raising group was formed
with a goal of raising $750.

Father David Johnson gives out presents to
children in Peru thanks to the generosity of
Sacred Heart Parish in Terrace.

Parishioners were so generous
that the total collected was four
times that amount. Not only
was Father David able to keep
his much-needed truck but the
children of his parish received
Christmas gifts.

In the first two years of the
fundraising drive, to illustrate
how many children were being
helped a large cardboard cutout

of a Christmas tree hung in the
church foyer. For each five dol-
lars donated cardboard orna-
ments featuring photos of the
mission children were hung on
the tree. For a $20 donation
star shaped decorations were
hung on the wall.

By the end of Advent the
tree and the wall were full.

More recently a large foil
banner depicting a gift box
decorated the foyer. Parish-
ioners who donated to the
drive were able to fill out a
gift tag and attach it to the
banner. Some of the cards
were from anonymous do-
nors, some were in memory
of deceased loved ones and
some simply read “to Father
David and the mission chil-
dren.”

For every five dollars do-
nated a child receives basic
school supplies, a small toy,
sweet bread and hot choco-
late. Items are purchased in
Peru which stimulates the
local economy, the gifts and
food are culturally appropriate
and the Canadian dollar
stretches much farther in the
Global South.

One hundred percent of funds
raised go directly to the mis-
sion; nothing is spent on admini-
stration or shipping, brokerage
and customs fees.

The response to the fundrais-
ing has been so positive that

Experiencing Peru, continued from page 1 3

adobe brick home with bamboo pole roof and cement foundation.

We received wonderful hospitality at Our Lady of Fatima parish where
the bells rang out “Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to the Risen Lord” early in
the morning. Father Devlin had been the parish priest and established
small faith sharing communities there. Before 7 a.m. on Sunday morning

the large modern church was full and vibrant.
We took a side trip to Cusco, the Sacred Valley and Machupicchu
where, with the help of local guides, we experienced Inca culture.

The Oblates in Peru need our prayers and support as younger Peruvian

Oblates take over and older Canadian Oblates retire.

A group of Western Canadian pilgrims visit the Oblate
missions in Peru. PHOTO BY: Dorothy Reimer
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Sacred Heart’s pastoral assis-
tant Gorette Pires remarked,
“We don’t really have to pro-
mote it much anymore. Once
we let parishioners know we
are collecting money for Father
David’s mission, people just
give! It makes a big difference
because he has come to be with
us for a few summers. People
know who he is, trust him and
are willing to give because of
it.”

Over the past four years do-
nations have grown. Last year
the total was just over $5,000
which provided gifts not only
for the children but their grand-
parents as well. The elders
were treated to a festive lunch
and were sent home with pack-
ages of food supplies and some
small toys they could give to
their grandchildren.

“A total of 42 villages attended
and more than 4,000 children
participated in the celebra-
tions,” Father David wrote.

“In each village we handed out
Christmas cards, sang Christ-
mas songs, talked with the chil-
dren about the real meaning of
Christmas and handed out bags
of candies, toys, hot chocolate
and sweat bread, and there
were games and prizes. It was a
blessing for me to be able to
see the deep joy in the faces of
the families.”
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