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South Sudan – Somalia – Nigeria – Yemen 

In February 2017, the new UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, declared 20 million people to be at risk of 
death in the next six months in South Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, and Nigeria. 

This particular humanitarian crisis stems from a conjunction of events that include armed conflicts coupled with 
severe droughts brought about by climate change.  Many have fled their homes and land to escape the violence 
of armed conflict and are continually displaced.  These issues make transportation and access to food extremely 
difficult.  

South Sudan
Key Facts
•	 Famine was declared on February 20, 2017 in Unity State.  A declaration of famine has not been made by UN 

agencies since July 2011 when some 260,000 people died in Somalia – half of them children under the age of 
five.

•	 An estimated 7.5 million people are in need, including 5.5 million who will be food insecure during the May 
to July period (lean season);

•	 There are nearly 1.9 million displaced persons inside the country and a total of 1.74 million refugees in 
neighboring countries (which 86% are women and children, including 21,000 unaccompanied minors). 

•	 South Sudan is the world’s newest state (independence in 2011), but has been at war since 2013.  Years of 
ethnic and religious strife opposing rebel groups and Sudanese forces, for control over the country’s oil 
resources which constitute about 90% of the national economy, continue to this day.

Northeastern Nigeria
Key Facts
•	 Some 8.5 million people are in need in this region, including 1.9 million displaced persons. The main needs 

are in the areas of food security, nutrition, protection for various populations, and water sanitation. An 
estimated 44,000 people are currently at risk of famine in these areas. 

•	 Since the beginning of the armed conflict in 2009, some 1.9 million people have abandoned their homes and 
fields for fear of brutalities by the terrorist group Boko Haram or reprisals by the Nigerian army.



Somalia
Key Facts
•	 More than 6.2 million people are in need, including 1.7 million persons displaced by war and/or drought 

(=54% of the population).
•	 In addition, an estimated 3 million people will be in a state of acute crisis by June due to ongoing drought 

and insecurity.
•	 Young children are among those hardest hit: an acute rate of malnutrition has been identified among 363,000 

of these children and more than 71,000 of them require nutrition life-saving treatment.
•	 Somalia is in one of the most vulnerable regions on the planet in terms of food insecurity. 
•	 The country has been plagued by a civil war for decades; the current government essentially only controls the 

capital city Mogadishu and its surroundings.

Yemen
Key Facts
•	 Years of conflict have pushed Yemen, already one of the world’s poorest countries, to the brink of catastrophe.  
•	 An estimated 18.8 million of people (70% of the population) are in need of assistance and protection to meet 

their basic needs, including 6.8 million people experiencing severe food insecurity. 
•	 Children are particularly vulnerable because of malnutrition and preventable diseases; since April 27, cholera 

outbreak has been reported and could affect 250,000 over the next six months.  


