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The General Instruction of the Roman Missal
In Latin, Institutio Generalis Missalis Romani (IGMR). It is the 
official document of the Church that provides instructions for 
the celebration of Mass.

The Directory for Masses with Children (DMC)
The Directory for Masses with Children was issued by the 
Congregation for Divine Worship (CDW) on November 1, 1973. 
It led to the creation of the Eucharistic Prayers for Masses with 
Children, and, ultimately to a separate Lectionary for Masses 
with Children. 

The Roman Missal
The Roman Missal is the book containing the prescribed 
prayers, chants, and instructions for the celebration of Mass 
in the Roman Catholic Church. Published first in Latin under 
the title Missale Romanum, the text is then translated and 
once approved by a recognitio by the Vatican Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, 
is published in modern languages for use in local churches 
throughout the world.

Liturgical Documents and Resources

(also available online.)

(also available online.)
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Lectionary for Masses with Children 
(Year A, Weekdays, Sundays of Cycle B and 
Weekdays, Sundays of Cycle C and Weekdays)

A Lectionary provides the readings and the 
responsorial psalm assigned for each Mass 
of the year (Sundays, weekdays, and special 
occasions).

The Lectionary for Masses with Children 
that are currently in use in our diocese was 
approved and published for use in the dioceses 
of the United States of America.

Liturgical Documents and Resources

Book of Gospels
It is a book containing all Gospel passages from 
Lectionary: (Sundays and Solemnities and Lectionary: 
Ritual Masses, Masses for Various Needs and 
Occasions, Votive Masses, Masses for the Dead). It is 
usually carried in procession by a deacon or by one of 
the readers when a deacon is not present. The Book of 
Gospels is placed on the altar and the deacon or priest 
who will proclaim the Gospel takes it from the altar 
after the Second Reading and bring it in procession to 
the ambo for the proclamation of the Gospel.



23 | L i turgy  Guidel ines  for  Cathol ic  Schools

Eucharistic Prayers for Masses with Children
It was published for use with the Roman Missal, third edition. 
It contains text of Eucharistic Prayers adapted for children. 

ORDO
The ORDO is a book that contains the liturgical calendar. 
It provides direction for the liturgies of the day (ferial, 
memorial, feast, solemnity). 

The yearly ORDO provides complete liturgical information 
and explanatory notes for each day. In addition to Pastoral 
Notes, the ORDO includes the references to the Roman 
Missal; Excerpts from the Roman Missal; the Lectionary (for 
Sundays and Solemnities; Weekdays); the Liturgy of the 
Hours; references to the Book of Gospels; and the Lectionary: 
Ritual Masses, Masses for Various Needs and Occasions, 
Votive Masses, Masses for the Dead. It also includes the 
National Collections, the Proper Calendar for the Dioceses 
of Canada, and special dates for pastoral planning, together 
with a Table of Moveable Dates. 

Hymnal/Song Books
These are books that contain 
hymns use for the celebration of 
the Mass.

Liturgical Documents and Resources
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How to use the ORDO?

“Glory to God”    
  is sung or said

indicates Feast
& Liturgical Color

Liturgical Time/
 Season

Liturgy of the Hours

Roman Missal

Lectionary

The Creed is used
 in this Mass

Weekday &
 Liturgical Color

(ORDO is usually placed in the sacristy.)
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Sacred Furnishings in the Sanctuary

Tabernacle Altar

Ambo Priest’s (Celebrant’s) Chair

(not to be moved)
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Gestures and Bodily Posture

Standing Sitting 

Kneeling Genuflecting

Bow of the body Bow of the head
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